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Napier's objective was twofold. Firstly, he wished to
obtain the power of acting on both sides of the Indus, for
which it was necessary to continue occupying Karachi for
communicating with Bombay, and to occupy Bukkur and
Sukkur to insure a passage over the Indus, necessary for
maintaining communication with British stations on the
Sutlej and the army at Kandhar by the Bolan Pass. With
Karachi on one side and Bukkur and Sukkur on the other, in
the hands of the British, the Amirs would be completely
brought into the orbit of their military control. Secondly,
Lord Kllenborough aimed at controlling commerce by the
Indus.10
It was, therefore, proposed to exchange all the arrears of
tribute due from the Amirs under the Treaty of 1839, for
permanent possession of Karachi, Bukkur and Sukkur and for
the cession of a strip of land on both sides of the river. The
new arrangements were to be based on a principle of cession
of territory in commutation of the tribute because, thought
Lord Ellenborough, " the obligation on the part of a Native
State to pay tribute to our Government is one which places
us in a false position. No character can be more offensive
than that of an exacting creditor, with which this obligation
invests us...It makes us appear to be the cause of all the
exactions which the Native State inflicts upon its subject." ^L
Meanwhile Major Outram had collected various evidences
of the hostile designs of the Amirs. These were: 12
(i) Intercepted letters from the ruler of Hyderabad to
Diwan Mul Raj. This was considered a violation of the
eighth article of the Treaty of 1839, which forbade the Amirs
to negotiate with foreign States without the sanction of the
British Government.
(ii) A secret plot of the Brahooes and Bilochees, encour-
aged by the Amirs, to rise against the British on a favourable
opportunity. The rising was to be a religious one, " the
sword was to be drawn for Islam."
10  Parliamentary Papers relative to Sindh, No. 334.
11  Ellenborough to Napier, November 4, 1842, P. P. No. 388.
13 See B. 112, &. 26 and 28, P. G. R. Also P. P. Nos. 399, 400, 401.
Also Enclosure 3 in P. P. No. 379 being " Return of Complaints " signed
by J. Outram.